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Muslims can face challenges
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The relationshio between native
Canadians and Muslim immigrants is
currently doing well
but there could
be negative changes -coming to this
relationship in the future.
That was the prediction from Dr.
Abdie Kazemipur, professor of
sociology at the Univeristy of
Lethbridge, during his Prentice
Institute Brown Bag lecture at the
University Friday afternoon.
Kazemipur presented his findings
based on evidence found through
census results, Environic Institute
surveys and data from the
Longitudinal Survey of Immigrants to
Canada (LSIC).
He started his presentation saying
that modern society has two different
solutions to deal with the "Muslim
question'- how to integrate a culture
that has difficulty co-existing with
cultures outside of their oum.
There is the pessimistic response,
where people suggest to deport or
refuse immigration from Muslim
countries, and the optimistic response,

in which people try to learn about the
culture and change assumptions that
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Professor Abdie Kazemipur gave a talk

about Muslims in Canada during a lecture Friday

at Prentice Hall at the Universitv of Lethbridqe.

they may have.
Kazemipur began by sharing
evidence from a 2007 Environics
Institute survey that showed the
current experience for Muslim
immigrants is positive. He said that
approximately 70 per cent of Muslim
immigrants have said they had positive
experiences in Canada, and 75 per cent
feel that Canadians are not hostile to
their culture. In addition, 55 Der cent of
Muslim's have said that they have
adopted Canadian customs and

traditions.
Kazemipur showed evidence that
suggested Muslim immigrants have a

more difficult experience in Canada
compared to other immigrant groups.
Almost 40 per cent of immigrants from
Muslim countries live in oovertv and it

takes an average of nine months for a
Muslim immigrant to find a job, the

highest compared to other cultures.
Also, educated Muslims tend to make

lower annual incomes.
At several points during his lecture,
Kazemipur brought up the issue of
discrimination facing Muslims. Most
notably, native Canadians, at 75 per
cent, compared to 65 per cent of
Muslims, admit there is visible
discrimination towards Muslims.
"Even those who do not generally
like Muslims admit that there is
discrimination in Canada towards
them," said Kazemioir.
Kazeminur said at the conclusion of
his lecture that an immigrant's first
experiences in Canada set the tone for
how they view the country.

